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WERRIBEE HOCKEY CLUB 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Wednesday 25th November 2020 
President’s Park Pavilion at 7:00 pm 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Chair of Board    Lyn Tout  
Director of Finance (Treasurer)  Kelly Breen 
Director of Communications (Secretary) Heinz Freisler 
Director of Operations    Jayden Street 
Director of Youth Recruitment & Retention Holly Stewart 
 
Refer to attachment 1 of WHC members who attended on the evening. 
 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Minutes of the 2019 AGM were presented to the members.  
 
Minutes were moved by Caroline Dixon. Seconded by Jacob Friedl.  The minutes of the 2019 
AGM meeting were accepted.  
 
 
REPORTS 
 
 
Chair of the Board Report – Lyn Tout 
 
A season like no other! 
 
While this is the shortest President’s Annual Report I have written, it is one that covers so many 
challenges and successes by the wonderful Tiger Army. I am so fortunate to be involved with such 
a wonderful Club, made up of such a strong, caring group of people. The following outlines the 
journey since last year’s AGM. 
 
Following the 2019 Annual General Meeting we were looking ahead to a very bright future, being in 
a good financial situation, having filled all major positions and all our sections were looking forward 
to a great 2020. 
 
In February Adam Davies resigned from the Director of Finance and for a short time I undertook this 
role – fortunately Kelly Breen put her hand up to take on the role. The Club, and me personally, are 
so very grateful for this offer and the outstanding work that Kelly has done since assuming the role. 
Under Kelly’s leadership we have been able to manage a challenging financial time, and have 
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ensured that the Club is financially viable as we plan for the future. Kelly is investigating a new 
system to coordinate all our management into one program – this looks very promising. 
 
February and March 2020: 

• Our Roadshows were held in schools – a huge thank you to the people who did the 
coaching and to Holly Stewart for her organisation. We looked forward to many youngsters 
joining our Club from this program. 

• Our coaches had big plans for 2020 and training began. 
• Sponsorship was off an running and we had gained some very promising sponsorship, both 

Club and apparel sponsors. 
• Planning was underway for social functions to kick the season off. 
• New Club apparel was organised by Jayden, Holly and Daniel Manzies. 

 
And then COVID 19 arrived! 

• Training and all activities at the Club ceased. 
• Our lives changed with lockdown restrictions put into place. This meant that many 

businesses closed, many people worked from home, schooling was done at home and 
socializing only occurred virtually. 

• We attempted to remain in touch with members and hopefully the social media posts and 
emails helped this connection. 

 
Vale to Alan Purcell: 
Unfortunately during this time we learnt of the death of a Life Member – Alan Purcell. Alan is the 
Club’s first Life Member to have passed away. It was challenging for the Club to support the family 
and acknowledge Alan’s contributions due to the COVID restrictions at this time. It was great that so 
many members put some WHC items and hockey sticks at the front of their house on the day of 
Alan’s funeral. We also had the Club’s banner at the gate of the cemetery. We will work with the 
family for a formal farewell to Alan was we are able to gather in numbers. 
 
Several club members also lost members of their family during this time – we extend our 
condolences to all these families. 
 
We also welcome all the new members to our hockey families - looking forward to meeting these in 
the coming months. 
 
Our first return to hockey came in late May – we conducted modified training and it was great to 
see so many members make the most of this opportunity. I wish to thank the Board for their hard 
work in ensuring that the Club was able to do this and to the coaches who made the on field 
activities fun. Lots had to happen behind the scenes and on the nights of training. Thank you to the 
members (especially Holly and Jayden) who helped with things like set ups, temperature checks, 
etc and to all who participated and ensured that the guidelines were met and that we remained 
safe. 
 
Sadly, this all came to an end mid July with the second wave of COVID and another 
lockdown. 
 
During lockdowns we managed a couple of Club activities – thank you to: 

• Lesley McLaughlan who organised the virtual pink walk – raising $1,320 for Breast Cancer 
Nurses; 

• Cam and Jess for organising the Virtual Trivia Night raising $480 and more importantly 
providing a Club social opportunity. 

• A member of the Club who donated all masks ordered – raising $750 for the club 
 
Thanks also to Caroline Dixon who took on the Club’s Grants and Sponsorship Role. In this role 
she gained us a $5,500 grant to support the strategic development of the Club. We are currently 
working on this – we will report further in 2021 as we spend the money in setting up the structural 
aspects of the Club. We also received a Community Club Survival grant from the government of 
$1,500. This has helped with some of our ongoing costs, including the loss of stock from the 
canteen. 
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The membership of the Werribee Hockey Club has always been a very resilient and supportive 
group and this was very evident this past year – we have been able to rise above each challenge 
and we are now back on the pitch preparing for 2021. 
 
I wish to thank each and every member who has helped in any way. Thank you to those of you who 
were able to help financially this was greatly appreciated. Thank you to those of you who kept in 
contact with others providing support and friendship as needed. 
 
Into the Future 
As we get back to “normal” training and begin looking forward to a summer comp and the 2021 
winter season, it will be great to see members back at the Club. 
 
We also look forward to the Presidents’ Park Master Plan moving into planning and hopefully 
construction stage – with a second pitch to be built. 
 
We have an ever improving relationship with the Wyndham Council and this will ensure better 
maintenance of our pitch, including a crushed rock “buffer” zone around the ground to minimise the 
spread of grass mowing’s onto the pitch and two deep cleans by a professional turf cleaner per 
year. 
 
The Board will be re-elected unopposed – this will provide us with great stability and enable us to 
continue to work on continual improvement and strategic development. This cannot be achieved by 
the Board alone – we will need each and every member to join us in the “Restoration of the Roar!” 
 
A huge thank you to the Board for all your hard work during these challenging times – your support 
and ongoing work has been fantastic and greatly appreciated by me and I’m sure the members. 
You have ensured that everything continued behind the scenes – paying bills, monitoring Club 
assets and facilities, meeting appropriate government regulations and guidelines and planning for 
the different returns to hockey and most importantly the Club’s future. 
 
I look forward to 2021 and hearing the ROAR stronger and louder than ever! 
 
 
Financial Report – Kelly Breen 
 
The cancellation of the 2020 winter season due to the Coronavirus Pandemic has had a significant 
effect on the profitability of the club and has resulted in a loss for the year of $12,647.  This loss 
could have been higher if it wasn’t for the generosity of members who kindly donated their fees to 
assist in covering our ongoing costs.  These donations along with the strong financial position of the 
club at the beginning of the year will ensure we are well placed financially into the future. 
 
Our two major costs for the season were the utilities charge, with the electricity costing us over 
$10,000 alone and the pre COVID uniform purchases.  The Board also made a decision not to 
chase up on unpaid sponsorship fees as we recognised our friends in the community were also 
doing it tough.  All paid up sponsors were also offered refunds and we are very thankful for those 
who declined our offer. 
 
The cash held as at 30 September was $ 86,728 which is almost identical to the prior financial year.  
Within these funds, the Board has set aside as a prepayment all paid playing fees that were not 
refunded or donated to the club and these will be credit to the payer for the 2021 season. 
 
Due to the hard work of Caroline Dixon, the club also received a Strategic Planning Grant which 
has been earmarked to assist in the setup of a new club administration system and payment 
platform.  This will increase the recoverability of player payments and assist in keeping the club 
profitable into the future. 
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I would just like to finish off by saying a big ‘Thank you’ to the Board and club members for their 
support while I have been learning the ropes and I look forward to being able to assist the club in 
any area I can well into the future. 
 
 
AGM Treasurer’s Report (Please refer to the financial report attached.) 
 
Reports were Moved by Lee Whitmore and Seconded by Debbie Freisler. 
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
There was no general business. 
 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 
 
All existing committee positions were declared vacant. Heinz Freisler as Life Member of the club 
then chaired the meeting to carry on the process of the election of the new Board members. 
 
Listed below are the nominations: 
 
Chair of the Board Lyn Tout 
Director of Communications - Secretary Heinz Freisler 
Director of Finance - Treasurer Kelly Breen 
Director of Operations Jayden Street 
Director of Youth Recruitment & Retention Holly Stewart 
 
Election of the Board members was finalised and approved. 
 
Lyn Tout, on behalf of the club, congratulated and thanked the 2020 committee for the leadership 
that they have shown during a very challenging year. We have clear and strong goals set for the 
continued development of the Club. It is because of the work and leadership of those few that the 
club is in such a strong position to go forward. 
 
MEETING CLOSURE 
 
Lyn Tout closed the meeting at 7:20 pm. and thanked everyone for attending the meeting.   
 
 
 

  
Heinz Freisler Lyn Tout 
Secretary Chair of Board 
Werribee Hockey Club Werribee Hockey Club 
 
26 November 2020 26 November 2020 
 
 
Attachment 
1 Members present at Meeting. 
2 Treasurers Report. 
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Attachment 1 
Members present at Meeting 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
WERRIBEE HOCKEY CLUB Inc 

 
ATTENDANCE SHEET 

 
Lyn Tout 
Heinz Freisler 
Debbie Freisler 
Kelly Breen 
Richard Breen 
Jayden Street 
Holly Stewart 
Caroline Dixon 
Jacob Friedl 
Jack Scanlon 
Lee Whitmore 
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Attachment 2 
Treasurers Report 
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